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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  CF  HEALTH  FOR  THE 

YEAR,  1941. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Northf leet  Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  you1"  consideration  my  Annual 
Report  of  the  public  health  conditions  qi  the  district  for  the  year 
ended  December,  1941* 


As  111  previous  years  the  contents  of  my  report  have  been 
abbreviated,  and  on  the  request -of  the  Ministry  of  Health  certain 
matters  dealing  with  vital  statistics  have  now  also  to  be  omraitted. 

,  . 1  -7°uld  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Council  for 
continued  interest  and  support. 

Tour  obedient  Servant, 

M.F.  McDOI-INELL, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Council  Offices, 
Northf leet, '  Kent. 
September,  1942. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area . 

Area  (as  constituted  at  30th  dune,  1935)  acres.  3  770 

_  _  ,  .  (-393  Tidal  Water) 

Population  (Cencus  1931) .  223 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  (31st  March,  1941)  5*055 

New  houses  erected,  year  ended  31st  Dec.  1941  Nil 
Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers,  (1931)  3  723 

Rateable  value  31st  December,  1940.  £112*292 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  (1941)  4453- 


GENERAL  PROVISION  AND  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


Midwives . 

This  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council  who 
have  appointed  the  following  as  County  Midwives 

Miss  W.E.  Whitaker,  8,  Park  Avenue. 

Mrs.  F.E.  Plumb,  g,  Park  Avenue. 

Mrs.  L.R.G.  Watson,  40,  Dover  Road. 

Other  midwife  practising  in  the  district 

Mrs.-- P.S.  Holloway,.  43,  Mitchell  Avenue. 

MATERNITY  &  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  v/ork  at  the  Centre  continues  very  usefully  and  efficiently. 

The  average  weekly  attendance  at  the  Centre  has  been  70. 5.  The 
total  attendances  of  children -during  the  year  were  3,666.  There 
■were  185  new  attendances.  It  is  found  that  young 'mothers  are  becoming 
more  aware  of  the  benefits  of  attending  such  a  Centre  and  are 
taking  advantage  of  the  facilities  offered. 

The  Centre  is  open  on  -two  days  of  the  week,  when  the  edical 
Officer  attends  with  the  Health  Visitor.  The  Health  Visitor, 
who  is  a  full  trained  nurse  as  -well  as  a  certified  midwife,  also 
attends  the  Ante  Natal  Clinic. 

Infant- YTe  If  arc  Centres. 

(a)  Number  of  Centres  provided  and  maintained  by  the  Council.  il 

(b)  Number  of  Centres  provided  and . maintained  by  Voluntary 

Associations. 


Nil 


-  3  - 

(c)  Total  number  of  attendances  air  all"  centres  during  the  year 

( I)  .  by  chiloren  under  1  year  of  age 

(II)  Jy  children  between  the -ages. ..of...  1  ..and' -5  years, 
o  cal 

(d)  ntuaber  Of  ohildron  who  at  .ended .  at  the  .Centres  for  the 

firs  ..me  Urln-  *•  yoar»  **  v*°  the  date  of  their  first 

au enhance  “were  :  - 
(f)  under  1  year  of  age 
(-*--0  between  the  ages  of  1  and  3  years 

'e<  SS-31  nTaber  Gf+clflct'en  y;ho  attended  at  the  Centres  during  the 
year  and  -who,  at  the  end  of  the  year  -were--  '  "nc 

(i)  Under  1  year  of  age 
(iil  Botr/ecn  the  a4cs  of  1  and  3  years. 

.4.nte  ITatal  Clinics. 

a)  Number  of  clinics  provided  and  maintained  by  the  Council. 

(b|  Hunoer  of  clinics  provided  and  maintained  by  Voluntary  Associations.  Till 
kc)  oxal  number  ol  attendances  by  expectant  mothers  at  all  clinics"" 
during-  the  year. 

(d)  dSi^nthe°ye2.  e3q’°°tant  ’•others  who  attended  at  the  Clinics 


2 ,  Sif2 
02  4 

3, ^66 


139 

26 


135 

172 


Minor  Ailments__C  linic . 

Kuraoer  of  sessions  during  1941* 

Iiumoer  oi  at  cendances  by  children  under  5* 


102 

44 


301. 

894. 


Scarlet^  fever. 

Ca.ses  notified 

Cases  removed  to  hospital 

Percentage  of  cases  removed. 

fntcric  Fever. 

Cases  notified 


DdgCTIOUS  DISEASES . 


10 

1 

IQ- 


Diphtheria . 

Cases  notified 
Cases  removed  to  hospital 


16 

18 


—  -  - ■ -  — w 

Percentage  of  cases  removed.  lOOfi 

Tub ere u lo  s i s . 

Uii.  Cases  notified 


Number  of  deaths. 


26 

9 


Statement  of  particulars  appearing  on  the  register  of  notifications  of 
Cc.ses  ox  iuborcu.eosis  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1941. 


o 


(a)  No.  of  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  on  the  regist 
at  the  commencement  of  the 
year. 

(b)  No.  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  register  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 


Pulmonary 
JJ _  F 

Total 

Non 

Pulmonary 

m  •  r 

Total 

Pul.  and 

Non-pul. 

Totals, 

sr 

41  36 

77 

11 

10 

21 

98 

44  34 

73  . 

11 

11 

22 

100 

Pipbthe^lgg  Ijim-ninisa^ion. 

•with  "V7aS  Visited  durir^  the  year  and  all  children, 

l"  unisat^n  a  WCr°  in'  Wh°  ™^illing  have  been  immunised 

..uunisau_°n  clinics  are  held  daily  at  the  Council  Offices  from  10  n  •=, 

and  twice  Weekly  at  the  kate-nitv  -vi  rhi  i fl  v“i 7  •  -  U  "  11  A*“1* 

from  3  -  4  ji  "  Ohild  ..^lxare  Clinic  m  cne  afternoons 

Present  Position.  ‘ 


Percentage  Immunised 

local  number  of  children  immunised 
during  the  year. 


Under  J?  years 

52.5 
153 


.-.between  5  and.  15  years, 

49.9 

734 


( 


K' 
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SANITARY  CIRCbxlSAjNCDS  OF  TH3  ARE A . 

Public  Pathologist’s  Report  on  Tater  Samples. 

Reports  received  on  samples  taken  from  various  taps  on  the 
Gravesend  and  Hilton  Water  Works  Cos.  Supply. 

Date  of  Samples.  Ho.  of  organisms  per  c.c.  Remarks. 

1941*  capable  of  growth 

on  Agar  at 

_  _  370c  _ 22QC  _ _ 


21st  January 

.  0 

1 

Good  Water. 

0 

0 

11  i; 

14th  February 

0 

9 

it  tt 

2nd  April 

0 

0 

it  u 

0 

0 

11  M 

30th  April 

0 

0 

1?  11 

0 

0 

»  11 

27th  May 

0 

0 

(i  it 

0 

0 

ti  n 

4th  June 

'  0 

0 

it  it 

2nd  July 

0 

0 

11  11 

• 

0 

0 

11  u 

30th  July 

0 

0 

ti  11 

0 

0 

if  it 

3rd  September 

0 

0 

»  11 

1st  October 

0 

1 

ti  ti 

0 

0 

ti  it 

3rd  December 

1 

]_ 

ti  it 

. 

0 

■o 

ti  i» 

31st  December. 

0 

0 

11  if 

0 

0 

it  it 

Tv7o  samples  were  taken  of  water  supplied  by  the  Mid  Kent  Water  Co., 
and  the  following  results  v/ere  obtained; - 

4th  June  0  13  noOd  Jater. 

3rd  September.  0  0  " 


MIIlv  SUPPLY. 

All  milkshops, ,  dairies,  cowsheds,  bakehouses,  workshops  and 
slaughterhouses  are  visited  at  least  twice  a  year  oy  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  myself.  Most  of  the  milk  is  produced  in  other  districts. 

33  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  xor  bac  ceriological  examinctiion, 
20  of  which  were  reported  unsatisfactory.  Visits  were  pa.id  to  che 
dairies  concerned  and  suggestions  put  forward  xor  improving  uhe 
quality  of  the  milk. 

32  samples  of  milk  as  supplied  to  schools  were  taken,  two  of 
those  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory,  and  investigations  were  made 
at  the  dairy  concerned. 
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Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration^  Act,  1938, 


Ihis  iiCt  is  administered  oy  the  County  Council,  and  I  am  indebted 
to  Mr.  Llkingt'on,  County  Inspector,  Dartford,  for  the  followij 

particulars  of  samples  taken  in  the  district,  during  the  year. 

Dg-segig: feion  of  .Sample _ _ _  Samples  Taken  Result, 


New  Millcl 
Baking  Powder 
Camphorated  Oil 
Liquorice  Ponder 
Mustard  : 

Boracic  Ointment 
Whisky  : 

Sardines 

I o dene 

Tapioca 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

Tine,  of  Quinine 

Coffee 

Olivo  Oil 

Boracic  and  Honey 

Crushed  Linseed 

Cooking  Fat 

Rice 

Margarine 
Shredded'  Suit 
-Total 


29 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

:1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

52 


Genuine 

ft 

fl 

ft 

tt 

ft 

ft 

ft 

tt 

tt 

tt 

ft 

ft 

ft 

It 

rt 

tt 

tt 

-  tt 
tt 


Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Paternity  A  Child  Welfare 
CflirnLC  "and  Ante  Natal  Clinic  for  .thp_  year  19jl. 

To  the  Chairman  and  1  ambers  of  the  Northfleet 
Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Since  my  last  report  I  am  pleased  to  inform  you  that  your  Child 
Welfare  and  j-atemity  ^linics  have  had  another  very  successful  year, 
despite  the  .present  difficulties. 

We  have  been  able  to  continue  the  clinics’  twice  weekly  as  in  previous 
times  and  altogether  there  have  been  3,666  attendances,  an  average  of 
35  per  clinic. 

These  figures,  I  am  sure  you  v/ill  consider  very  satisfactory  and 
compare  favourably  with  those  of  previous  years/ 

The  health  of  the  infants  and  children  has  been  excellent,  'and  the 
present  local  system  of  infant  feeding  distribution  has  worked  very 

satisfactorily. •  -  -  •  •  * 

As  the  children  attain  the  age  of  1  year,  I  have  impressed  on  all 

mothers  the  advisability  of  diphtheria  immunisation.  I  am  glad  to  say 

the  parents  arc  co-operating  and  talcing  full  advantage  of  the  scheme. 

The  ante-natal  clinic  is  still  held  once  weekly  and  44  expectant 
mothers  h?,ve  come  along  for  examination. 


I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  you  for  the  provision  of  a 
clerk* 'mho  now  attends  to  the  distribution  of  aJJ  foods  and  so  relieves 
our  Health  Visitor  for  more  necessary  "work. 

For  your  co-operation  and  help  during  the  year  I  thank  you 

I  have  the  honour  to  he  lira  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

J_J.L'JS  CRAWFORD,  M.B 
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Report  of  the  Health  Visitor  for  the 
Year,  1941. 

Hr*  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  report  for  19ijl 

Infant  Welfare. 

Lll  mothers  and  babies  are  visited  as  soon  as  possible  after 
the  14th  day.  Arrangements  have  been  made  with  Gravesend  Hospital  and 
Nursing  Homos  re  notifications  of  births  of  i  orthfleet  babies  so  that 
there  is  as  little  delay  as  possible  before  the  first  visit  is  paid 
after  the  return  home. 

Teaching  on  Mothercra. t  and  advice  to  mothers  on  their  post  natal 
health  is  given  in  the  homes  and  at  the  clinics. 

Infant  Welf are  Clinics. 

Attendances  at  the  clinics  continued  to  be  satisfactory.  The 
National  Milk  Scheme  functioned  well  v/ith  the  assistance  of  the  Milk 
Officer*  Other  dried  mill:  and  foods  were  sold  under  the  Council  scheme. 
Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Fruit  Juices  are  now  obtained  under  the  Rational 
Scheme  and  the  number  of  children  availing  themselves  of  these  facilities 
continue  to  be  satisfactory.  The  milk  clinics  at  Perry  Street  and 
Roshervilie  were  continued. 


The  assistance  of  the  Ladies  of  the  M. 
clinics  is  greatly  appreciated. 


PC.  .  Committee  at  these 


Ante  Natal  Cl_inics . 


Attendances  at  this  clinic  continue  to  be  up  to  average.  The 
importance  of  early  booking  and  early  care  is  beginning  to  be  more 
widely  realised.  The  County  Midwives  continue  to  attend  at  the  clinic 
and  their  help  is  appreciated. 


In  some  cases  mothers  were  evacuated  for  their  confinements  under 
the  Kent  County  Council  scheme. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  expectant  mothers  to  obtain  their 
clothing  coupons  from  the  Health  Visitor  -  these  arrangements  appear  to  be 
working  satisfactorily  since  the  scheme  came  into  force  in  August,  1941. 


Foster  Children. 

Of  the  4  children  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  2  boys  were  removed 
by  their  father,  another  boy  was  removed  to  another  foster  mother. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  district  was  notified  on  both  cases. 
The  remaining  child  is  happy  ancL  his  home  conditions  are  satisfactory. 

Diphtheria  Lmmunis  at  ion. 


Every  opportunity  is  taken  to  persuade  parents  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  arrangements  in  force. 

Visits. 

First  Visits  to  babies  234 

Revisits  under  1  year  1,354 

"  1  to  5  years  2,437 

Special  visits  236 

(Tunnels,  Measles,  C.L.P. ,  etc.) 

Ante  Natal  Visits,  (first  visit)  102 
Subsequent 


113 
4A76 


I  am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


M.E.  CHICK, 
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Report '  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  for 
YoqjT'JS^I,  “  . .  ' ' 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
fortllflcet  Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

'•L  I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  for  the  year'  1941. 

Infection  and  Disinfection, 
v  — -  —  ■  ■ 

During  the  year  64  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  investigated. 


viz;  - 


Scarlet  iever. 
Tuberculosis 
Diphtheria 
Other  diseases 


10 

26 

18 

10 


During  the  year  36  houses  were  disinfected,  and  6  disinfested. 

POOD  EMOTION . 

Other  foods  Condemned, 


-Articles 

Condemned 

- 

Reason  for 

C  ond.cmna.ti  0  n 

Weight  in 
lbs. 

Prepared  Sausage 

i  Meat 

Decomposed 

168 

ripples 

ir 

22 

Sausages 

10 

Bacon 

Rancid 

3 

Condensed  Hi  12c 

Blown 

14  tins 

Eg.;  s 

Infected  with  ‘  mould 

21  dos. 

The  report 

on  moat 

inspection  is  on  page  9 

Dairie 

3,  Cowsheds  and.  Milkshops . 

There  are  26  persons  and  premises  registered  for  the  carrying  on 
of  such  "businesses,  viz.- 

Dairymen  16 

l-Iillcshops  (bottled  Milk  only)  7 
Sterilized  Mill:  (Wholesale).  3 

26 


Designa-tccl  Milk, 

Three  dairymen  are  licensed  to., sell  “'Tuberculin"  tested  millc  and 
five  "Pasteurised"  milk. 

Bakehouses. 

36  visits  were  made  to  the  7  bakehouses  on  the  register,  limewashing 
is  carried  out  regularly  and  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  general 
cleanliness  is  good. 


4  * 
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Other  _IriSjoect ions . 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919.  34  visits. 

Staoles  10  inspections 


Shops  Acts. 

Drain  Testing 

Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Housing  Act,  1936. 


64  » 

31  tests 

112  other  inspections 
78  Preliminary  notices  served 
7b  ^  complied  with 

40  Statutory  notices  served. 

3°  "  :t  complied  with. 

123  visits. 

55  houses  rendered  fit. 


„A  3'857  visits  and  inspections  were  made  including 

/±U  xor  a.R.P.  purposes. 

Rofuse^Gollec  tion. 

L,  .  '*hf  eollection  of  refuse  has  been  maintained  throuc-hout 

,ne  dxs.ncc  vaxh  the  exception  of  the  rural  area  where  the  period  of 
coi..ecuicn^is  xor-cnighmly.  The  number  of  bins  emptied  was  267  224 
anci  uhe  weigh c  oi  refuse  collected  5 >111  tons. 

Street  Cleansing . 

inis  service  'was  maintained  in  its  full  capacity  throughout 
the  year.  *  0 


Gully  and. i3jessgool  Dmp tying. 


During  'che  year  88 6  gullies  were  cleared  at  a  cost  of  £66. 12s. lid, 
equal  mo  a  cost  of  ls.od.  per  gully;  74  cesspools  were  emptied  at  a 

5°^  Oi^101«°s.10d.,  oeing  equivalent  to  5s.  lid.  per  load  for  the 
572  loads  removed. 


I  am. 

Pour  obedient  Servant, 

J.S.  Ca/TPLAMD, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 


